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N ationwide, improperly p-uFed wells pose
a significant envircnmaental sk, Official
surveys estmate that 200,000 of the 1.2
million plugged wells across the United States
may be leaking. In West Virginia, this would
equate to about 4,400 wells, Since 1993 more
than 33.1 million has been spent o plug wells in
the state. About %0 percent of this amount was
spent 0o re-plug improperly plugged wedlls.
The passage of the Abandoned Well Act,
"l along with the public’s and industry's increased

ervironmental awareness, has caused cperatars SURFACE

to maincain active well plugging programs. CASING FRESH WATER AQUIFER
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variables, o cutoway of @ typical properky to surface) CUTAWAY

Plugped well is shown at right)
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P =
Growd YWater Protecton [.ung h;;tnr}r gf 7l

Act bas raised questions How unplugged or
about pll.lllp_gin,:: plfge:ures pl"ﬂp-&l‘ff 'PfUEEEd - mjﬁl;ﬂpf#}' plugged
ool 2 ireyakibadlod wells has hElpEd to : = WINPTl
highlightad here: : P ] ¢ | Surfoce leakoge of o
* Eoch well operatar must protect our oil and P £ or natural gas can
make reasonable attempis : P o rminat by
ta cut and pufl all gus reservoirs, ol 3 ;EJTE os ::J.l:ur;cll::m'
recoverable cazing to ensure other minerals E . £ fruch wotsr s
that plugs completely seal = Eoal seam 1 i
the wellbore, such as coal, and Skl
. I from
The h':'mm'}';'hf YR, oF .presewed :h g paint 40 feet below
E:":" A I 3 ] the seam to 20 feet
aring zones, ore essentiol environment. L b
Proper procedures should : [ ove S S g Cement plugs
be exercised whon placing b Al plugs must be
these plugs. The hole must be conditioned ] g Class A Ordinary
and :‘Jmntfi to shut nﬂ’nlr!r ﬁrﬂr;r:hthnt an WELLBORE " P Portlond cement that
causs dilutien or contamination # ek pert ;
gR= __ B contains no more than
cement used for the pf.ug. n =k {1441 L
» All cement plugs must be at feast 100 feet | G e sl R b ?h::ﬁ Pem;t Lk
long, except those specified differently in the nar::pla:n -.-.-|fh. e P : _':rE G B e
law or in cases where a variance is gronted. L el rimbar. b3 P additives.
* Plugs that cross coal seams must use R B
expanding cement. In hydrogen sulfide areas pad Ex SALT WATER AQLIFER
the plug must be of lotex coment, ' ' '
* Mon-porous filler placed between plugs E’ Cement plugs bl i
must contain ot least six percent bentonite i
gel (& Mon-porous filler. BOTTOMHOLE
For more information contact:
F WY DEP- Office of Qil and Gas {Drzwang is nod (o scolef
Abandoned Well Program

(304 558-6075
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